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The Ventures of Temptation

My love, you will find,

It’s not in death but sleep,
Temptation grins, wallows, and weeps.
Sympathy, it ventures to find,
Through unendured success,
Such is the ardor of a mind.

Withal your expression,
Strained, wicked, bold,
Patience earns temptations’ scold.
For in a mind built of ardor,
Under the fold and bend of kind truth,
Sympathy soothes your temptations,
A poor and wicked barter.

ABOUT THE POEM

In this work, the theme of wickedness’ potency and impatience is explored. Moreover, it is in
the opposite— patience, endurance, and rooted life force that the temptation, strain, and
injustice it pushes upon our lives are conquered. This poem uses the medium of romance to
communicate this crucial truth: that empathy, passion, and patience fortify the mind,
making it more robust. We must always be aware that temptation will relentlessly attempt
to destroy the gifts we have been offered, such as love and life in itself, and it is in these
stoic virtues that we are saved.

-Emma Colette Moss

PROGRAMME NOTES

The composition is divided into three sections, with the middle section being more unstable
to represent strain and then gradual triumph. The overall style is romantic, corresponding
to the nature of the text.

-Bennett Luo

Duration: ca. 4:00 minutes.



Dedicated to Pax Christi Chorale, Elaine Choi, Artistic Director.
THE VENTURES of TEMPTATION
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